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Hamburg, August 30th 2006 
 
 
Hapag-Lloyd present on all 5 continents  
Launch of Africa service  
Hapag-Lloyd is starting its new weekly service from Europe to South Africa 
in October 2006. The relevant organisation is already in place in South Africa. 
Hapag-Lloyd is starting its new service from Europe to Africa not with charter ships 
as originally planned, but after further studying the market as a space charterer 
from Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC), based in Geneva. "As a result of 
the cooperation with MSC, we can offer our customers considerable service 
improvements with fixed day weekly sailings and refrigerated cargo capacity," 
emphasised Tony Firmin, Managing Director Ships and Container Management of 
Hapag-Lloyd AG at the signing of the agreement with MSC. 
 
The South Africa Express service (SAX) will link the European ports Felixstowe, 
Hamburg, Antwerp and Le Havre with Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and 
Durban. Transit time from Cape Town to Hamburg will be 18 days. The service will 
start with the first voyage from Felixstowe on Oct. 16th, the first north bound vessel 
will leave Durban on Oct. 29th. 
 
Hapag-Lloyd has had its own organisation in South Africa with offices in Durban, 
Cape Town and Johannesburg since the beginning of July 2006. The Area is 
managed by Ms Gudrun Feil, based in Durban, who has lengthy international 
experience with Hapag-Lloyd.  
 
With its acquisition of CP Ships in 2005, Hapag-Lloyd joined the Top 5 of globally 
active lines. The Hamburg-based company is represented in over 100 countries 
and has a total of about 500 sales offices worldwide. Its organisation is structured 
into five regions: North Europe, South Europe (also responsible for Africa), North 
America, Latin America and Asia. Hapag-Lloyd has a containership fleet of more 
than 140 vessels with a total capacity of over 460,000 TEU. Its container fleet of 
over a million TEU includes a large number of standard and special containers of 
various types
 


